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Buhrich House Il
375 Edinburgh Road, Castlecrag, NSW, 2068
Hugh & Eva Buhrich

1968 Completed 1972

Hugh and Eva Buhrich bought the block of land at 375
Edinburgh Road in the 1950s. The site was part of the original
Castlecrag Griffin subdivision. In 1968-72, the Buhrichs
designed and built their house. They retained a two storey
Griffin 'Knitlock' structure, demolished an adjacent lean-to, and
built a new house which is attached to the Griffin building. In
1982, Buhrich's son, Clive Buhrich, also an architect, made
some alterations under the house - originally intended to be a
garage, terrace and tool store.

In contrast to the so-called ‘Sydney School’ houses with their ~ Bush facade (Photo: Martin van de Wal
predictable embrace of 'natural materials', this building is from Architecture Australia (July-
deliberately counter-balanced against its locality, both to August 2004))

reduce the actual site 'imprint' and accentuate by contrast the
precarious topography. The exterior of the building reads as a
series of reinforced concrete blade walls and sandstone walls
(quarried from the site) set on a concrete platform with a
combination of catalogue metal framed glazed walls and
sliding doors, and sculptural feature elements. The interior of
the building has a strong connection with the outside. The
main living space contains an elevated kitchen and dining
area, which look over the living space through the trees to the
water. The fixed and free furniture has been designed and
chosen to complement the space as sculptures within a
sculpture. In plan, the living areas are separated from the
bedrooms/study and bathroom by a glazed corridor adjacent to
a garden area to the south. The two bedrooms (and study) are
simple spaces, painted white with modern built-in furniture.
Between these rooms is the bathroom, which is a continuous
and organic form whereby the bath and basin are moulded as
one with the wall. The form/finish is a luminous red moulded
fibreglass. There is a stunning contrast between the bathroom
and the openable glazed wall to the north, the water and the
canopy of trees. (NSW Heritage Branch online database
#5014144)

Buhrich House Il is significant for its historic and aesthetic
values as one of the finest modern houses in Australia. Since
its 'discovery' in the 1990s, it has been published in a number
of major architectural journals in Australia, and in the Harvard
Design Magazine (1997). It is recognised for its contribution to
modern architecture because of its unique combination of off-
the-shelf items and materials, hand crafted features, modelling
of architectural space and forms, and relationship to the site. It Water edge facade (Photo: Martin van
demonstrates a timeless merging of craft, art, architecture and de Wal from Architecture Australia
relationship to site. (NSW Heritage Branch online database _

#5014144) (July-August 2004))

N1. Significant heritage value in demonstrating the principal
characteristics of a particular class or period of design

N2. Significant heritage value in exhibiting particular aesthetic
characteristics

N3. Significant heritage value in establishing a high degree of
creative achievement

N5. Having a special association with the life or works of an
architect of significant importance in our history.

N6. Significant heritage value in demonstrating a high degree
of technical achievement of a particular period

ain Iiving area (Photo: Martin van de
Wal from Architecture Australia (July-
August 2004))



